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disappear behind a cloud of misunderstanding, which only
thickens the more he attempts to assume, by way of
compensation and with the help of his inferior functions,
a certain mask of urbanity, which often presents a most
vivid contrast to his real nature. Although in the
extension of his world of ideas he shrinks from no risk,
however daring, and never even considers the possibility
that such a world might also be dangerous, revolutionary,
heretical, and wounding to feeling, he is none the less a
prey to the liveliest anxiety, should it ever chance to
become objectively real. That goes against the grain,
When the time comes for him to transplant his ideas
into the world, his is by no means the air of an anxious
mother solicitous for her children's welfare; he merely
exposes them, and is often extremely annoyed when
they fail to thrive on their own account. The decided
lack he usually displays in practical ability, and his
aversion from any sort of reclame assist in this attitude.
If to his eyes his product appears subjectively correct and
true, it must also be so in practice, and others have
simply got to bow to its truth. Hardly ever will he go
out of his way to win anyone's appreciation of it, especially
ii it be anyone of influence. And, when he brings himself
to do so, he is usually so extremely maladroit that he
merely achieves the opposite of his purpose. In his own
special province, there are usually awkward experiences
with his colleagues, since he never knows how to win
their favour; as a rule he only succeeds in showing them
how entirely superfluous they are to him, In the pursuit
of his ideas he is generally stubborn, head-strong, and
quite unamenable to influence. His suggestibility to
personal influences is in strange contrast to this. An
object has only to be recognized as apparently innocuous
for such a type to become extremely accessible to really
inferior elements. They lay hold of him from the